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The University of Dayton

News Release

Sept. 6, 1991
Contact: Jim Feuer

MAJOR NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION GRANT
TO IMPROVE SCIENCE EDUCATION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DAYTON, Ohio -- The University of Dayton has received a
$560,557 grant from the National Science Foundation to help
teachers in the Dayton Public Schools implement a new, hands-on
science curriculum.
The three-year grant is part of the University of
Dayton/Dayton Public Schools Science Project, a partnership among
UD, the public schools and more than two dozen area businesses
and organizations intended to improve science education in the
public schools.

"This grant 1s essential in prepar1ng our students to enter
the work force with skills that will keep us competitive with the
rest of the world," says James Williams, superintendent of the
Dayton Public Schools.

"If we are to prepare our students to be

competitive, we must first provide our teachers with training 1n
the use and application of the new curriculum and hands-on
materials.
"Our partnerships are 1n concert with President Bush's
national goals for education," Williams adds.
Public school teachers and administrators are rewriting the
entire science curriculum, grades K-12.

The new curriculum

features a "unit/laboratory kit approach."

For example, first

graders will study a unit centering on plant parts, second
graders will study animals and their world 1 and so on.
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Eventually, teachers at each grade level will teach a unit
in each of the different sciences--life, physical and earth--plus
a fourth, elective unit.

Teachers will be provided with kits

including hands-on materials to help them teach the subject
matter.

UD presented workshops this summer on how to teach the

units, and elementary teachers will attend workshops during the
academic year on how to teach hands-on activities.
"We're trying to make Dayton students thinkers about science
and not just passive receptors of science facts," says Tom
Lasley, chair of teacher education at UD and co-director of the
project.

"For years and years, sc1ence education has been

preoccupied with kids learning tons and tons of facts.

I'm not

saying that's not important, but what's really important 1s
trying to get kids to think like scientists think."
The grant initially will involve about 80 teachers, who will

then serve as role models for other Dayton teachers, says Tom
Matczynski, co-director of the project and professor of
educational administration, who is helping the schools develop
and teach the revised curriculum.
UD and the public schools formed the science partnership
last year with more than two dozen area businesses and
organizations.

The three-year project began with a $195,000

grant from the Dayton Board of Education and substantial
personnel serv1ces from local corporations and Wright-Patterson
Air Force Base.
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